the building and he formed The Friends of St Paul’s which,
with the involvement of the congregation and business peo-
ple in the community, raised $800,000 enabling the work to
begin.

The Flower Guild, responsible for care and decoration of the
church for worship, was also formed during Rev Dunn’s ten-
ure.

Rev Dunn involved himself in the local community, becom-
ing a member of St Andrew’s Hospital Board on which he
served for many years.

In 1981 he was honoured with an MBE in recognition of his
service to the Church and to the community.

1984 saw him elected to the Emmanuel College Council as
an alumni representative, serving until March 2001. During
this time he occupied the positions of both Vice-Chairman
and Chairman of the Council. Whilst serving on the College
foundation he championed support for the installation of
stained glass windows in the College Chapel and chaired the
Windows Committee overseeing the completion of the project
between 1996 and 1999. In 2001 he was made an honorary
Fellow of the college in recognition of his contribution.

Mr and Mrs Dunn spent a short time in Melbourne before
moving to Rockhampton in 2004 to live with their daughter
Adrienne. He died after a short illness in July 2007 and Mrs
Dunn died twelve months later in August, 2008
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In the beginning

Hector Lockhart Dunn was born 13th January 1918 in
Warwick, the third son of William and Agnes Dunn. His fa-
ther was managing editor of the Warwick Daily News.

His grandfather, Andrew Dunn, founded a strong regional
newspaper chain which was the nucleus of Provincial News-
papers Queensland, later in 1988 becoming Australian Pro-
vincial Newspapers. His formative years were spent in Too-
woomba where he attended Toowoomba Grammar School.
In his Senior year he felt called to enter the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church and began studies in Arts and Divinity
at the University of Queensland in 1938.

Years of Ministry

In November 1941 he married Joan Slatyer in St Stephen’s
Presbyterian Church Toowoomba and was appointed the
Home Missionary at the Kalinga Presbyterian church prior
to beginning his study at the Queensland Theological Hall.
His Degree in Divinity was completed at the University of
Sydney. His first appointment was to Grenfell in western
New South Wales. The three years he and his family spent in
this remote area gave him the opportunity of learning about
life on the land.

Scots Church in Hobart approached him at the end of 1948
to preach for a call, and he and his wife Joan and family
spent the next 14 years in Tasmania. During these years
they both became heavily involved in the community in
which they lived. Mr Dunn began working in radio, present-
ing material for “Plain Christianity” and “Pause a Moment”
segments for the ABC, a ministry which he continued for
eighteen years.

He was appointed the first secretary of the Tasmanian Mar-

riage Guidance Council and became one of the founders of
Jane Franklin Hall, the University of Tasmania’s Women’s
College in Hobart. He also was the first chairman of Fahan
(then Presbyterian) Girls’ College in Hobart.

Mr Dunn became President of the Tasmanian World Council
of Churches soon after arriving in Hobart and in 1955 the
Presbyterian Church of Tasmania chose him as Moderator.

As he had served as a Cadet in the Toowoomba Grammar
School Corps during his school years, his interest saw him
commencing in 1949 as a Chaplain with the Australian Mili-
tary Forces in Tasmania. His involvement continued until he
and his wife left in 1962 in order to take up an appointment
in the United Kingdom.

In London he worked with the Mission to Seamen in the
East End and served at St Columba’s in Pont Street, Lon-
don SW1. It was during this time that he served as Secre-
tary to the Moderator of the church of Scotland and con-
ducted Anzac Day services in several London Churches.

1965 saw the Dunns returning to Australia where he ac-
cepted a call to St John’s Presbyterian Church in Warnam-
bool, Victoria. This congregation became the largest Presby-
terian Church in the southern hemisphere. During his min-
istry in Victoria he served twice as that State’s Moderator,
firstly in 1976 and then a later term when he guided the
Victorian church through the aftermath of Church Union.

In 1978 the Dunns retired to Bribie Island and Rev Dunn
was asked to take services in St Paul’s which was then va-
cant. He was subsequently called to become its full-time
minister and he and his wife Joan came out of retirement.

Mr Dunn was aware of the great need to begin restoration of




