
Gillison died later that day and Corporal Pittendrigh, who was a Methodist minister but 
serving in the ranks, died after being evacuated. Gillison’s grave was marked with a 
cross, and is on the upper slope of Anzac Beach where a memorial was erected by his 
men who also raised funds for a memorial in St George’s Church, St Kilda. He was 
mentioned in despatches by Sir Ian Hamilton January 28th, 1916. 

The St Kilda congregation continue to hold a memorial service today which began in his 
honour and maintain their links with local regiments.  In their tribute to him on their web-
site they note that as a young man he had been a keen traveler and prize-winning pho-
tographer for photos taken during his travels.  He had spent some time in the 1890’s as 
a cargo ship’s carpenter on a voyage to Russia.   He was a recognized Greek Scholar 
and skilled chess player but was also a sportsman who enjoyed horses, dogs and fly 
fishing. 

  "On this day August 22 the 14th Battalion suffered the greatest loss it had yet incurred 
in the death of any one man," records the History of the Fourteenth Battalion A.I.F., "Its 
popular and heroic Chaplain Andrew Gillison was mortally wounded when endeavouring 
to bring a wounded man from the slopes of that horrible and bullet-swept hill. 

"Chaplain Gillison was the first Chaplain in the A.I.F. to be killed during the war.  He had 
a most engaging personality, and was the most popular man in the 4th Brigade.  A man 
of exceptional courage, his kindness had endeared him to all ranks, and his death on an 
errand of mercy sent a cold chill through the hearts of the whole Battalion.  There was 
not any personal incident in the whole campaign which caused a greater sensation or 
gave rise to more sincere regret in the Battalion." 

He died leaving his wife and young family of four. His daughter Mary(Lady Cawthorn) 
planned a biography of her father and these were the words she chose: 

"For the whole earth is the sepulchre of famous men; and their story is 
not graven only on stone over their native earth, but lives on far away 
without visible symbol, woven into the stuff of other men’s lives." Peri-
cles 

One of his sons, Douglas, wrote the official war history of the RAAF 1939-42. 

Sources for this cameo are 
St Paul’s Kirk Session minutes 
Australian Dictionary of Biography entry written by Michael McKernan 
Website of St George’s Uniting Church, St Kilda 
National Library Digitised Newspapers and on-line excerpts from his diaries. 
Dianne Parker 
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Early Life 
Rev Andrew Gillison was born in 1868 at the Manse at Baldernock, Stirling, Scotland, 
the son of Rev John Gillison and his wife Jane (Broatch) Gillison. Sadly his father died 
when he was only five. His education was in Edinburgh, first at Watson’s College and 
the University of Edinburgh where he graduated with an MA aged 19. His theological 
study was completed with Honours at New College in 1894. He accepted a call to minis-
ter at First Congregational Church St Albans, Vermont USA before coming back to Eng-
land to Northumberland Square, North Shields. His next appointment was at the Free 
Church in Maryhill, Glasgow in 1897. He married Isobel Napier in 1895. 

Life in Australia 
St Paul’s had been vacant since April 1904 when Dr Nisbet left for New Zealand. The 
Session searched for a minister, sending to Dr Duff in Scotland in the hope of securing 
a suitable person. Session records in January 1905 have a minute which notes that a 
cablegram of just two words had come from Scotland “Gillison accepts” . He arrived 
with his wife and family of four children (Mary 8, Ian 7, Douglas 6 and Laurence 3) in 
May 1905 and the Church sent welcome cables to Freemantle and Adelaide. 

Over a century later, there is little information available to fill out the four years which 
the Gillisons spent at St Paul’s. The newspapers record his travelling on behalf of the 
Bible Society and speaking in country areas. Session records contain little detail apart 
from members coming and going. Two practices continuing today were begun during 
his ministry – Elders were given districts to care for and were to take turns at welcoming 
at the door. In 1906 at the request of Brisbane Presbytery a Thanksgiving Service was 
planned for  the third Sunday in May to acknowledge the bountiful harvest of the past 
season. 

A minute appears in February 1907 in which the Moderator suggested that on hot nights 
open air services would be held on the lawn tennis courts behind the church with seats 
being brought out from the Hall. 

While on leave in 1909 he went to Victoria and soon afterwards the St Paul’s session 
received a letter from the St George’s Presbyterian church at St Kilda indicating that 
they had unanimously agreed to call him. He preached his final sermon in St Paul’s on 
Sunday 21st March 1909. 

One interesting point is that Mrs Gillison’s younger sister, Gertrude,  a nursing sister, 
accompanied them to Australia. With four young children on board ship, it must have 
been a great help to have her support on the voyage to Australia.  During her time in 
Melbourne she was the Superintendent of the Deaconess Training Institute before re-
sponding to a plea for trained nurses in Korea. She became the matron of the Paton 
Memorial Hospital at Chinju and remained in that role for twenty four years. She had 
just begun a further five year term when sudden illness caused her death in 1936. 

Army Service 
In December 1906 Rev Gillison was appointed as Chaplain to the Australian Military 
Forces by the Queensland Chaplain’s Department which was recorded in the newspa-
per. As a young man in Scotland he had served as a private in the Queen's Edinburgh 
Rifle Volunteer Corps in 1885-87, and had maintained close contact with soldiers in 
Glasgow where his Maryhill church adjoined the military barracks. Military life was obvi-
ously something which he felt drawn to, so it is not surprising that when he went to Mel-
bourne he immediately became involved. He was appointed Chaplain to the Victorian 
Scottish Regiment. In October  1914 he was appointed as Chaplain Captain (fourth 

Class) AIF and applied for the 14th Battalion. He instituted the English custom of laying 
up the colours of the unit in the Church until their safe return. The picture below shows 
the colours being presented by the Governor General in an outdoor ceremony at St 
Kilda. 

Before he left with his unit for the front, his congregation presented him with numerous 
gifts including cameras, field glasses, watch, attaché case and a purse for himself and 
two hundred and fifty pounds for the battalion. A parishioner also gave him a belt in 
which was sewn a hundred gold sovereigns( approximate weight would be1.6 kg). 

He was a former King’s champion shooter at the Williamstown Rifle Range so it was not 
unusual to see him on board ship on the way to the Middle East competing in the shoot-
ing competitions on board and helping to improve the men’s shooting at the target prac-
tices. Some criticized him for this. 

After a stay in Cairo for further training, he and his group were part of the Anzac land-
ings on 26th April. His initial order to land was a mistake and so he remained on board 
where he helped care for the wounded, and buried eight men at sea. Y.M.C.A. Secre-
tary C.H. Browne, who had organised a service on the hospital deck and invited a tired 

and reluctant padre to take over, told in his report to Melbourne, how Andrew Gillison 
had chosen to speak of Christ’s words, "He that saveth his life shall lose it, but he that 
loseth his life for My sake shall save it," and of how he had described the calmness and 
fortitude of the men prior to landing as magnificent -- they had waited their turn to go 
ashore and watched some 600 plus wounded men brought onto their ship, yet "they 
went to face the same thing as they, without a flinch." On the third morning he became 
the second chaplain ashore and went on duty at a dressing station where he ministered 
to wounded and  buried the dead. This was the armistice of 24th May 1915 to allow 
burial of the huge number of dead both on both sides. His diary records “I never beheld 
such a sickening sight in my life and hope it may not be my lot again.”  

In August 1915 at the advance on Hill 60, Chaplain Gillison was waiting to read the buri-
al service when he heard groaning nearby. A soldier who had been wounded earlier in 
the day was being attacked by ants. He and two others went forward to rescue him in 
spite of being warned of the danger of Turkish snipers and were shot and wounded. 


