
1918 he was posted to Fovent Camp in  England. Here he was attached to the 9th 
Training Brigade before returning to Australia  at the end of 1918. 
 
Canada 
By the time he returned to Australia, Mrs Legate was living in Montreal. She had been 
accepted for war service in Europe and was en route via Canada, when she found she 
was unable to take the children to the UK because of  torpedo danger. So she remained 
in Montreal where she raised funds for a Children’s hospital.  After demobilization 
Rev Legate joined her there and was appointed to St John’s New Brunswick, serving 
there from 1919-1924. He then moved to Knox Presbyterian Church, Hamilton where 
he remained until 1930.  In 1920 he was gazetted as Chaplain to the 8th Princess 
Louise New Brunswick Hussars  and in 1946 was made an honorary Lieutenant Colo-
nel. In 1933, The Presbyterian College, Montreal, awarded the Rev. Robert Moorhead 
Legate, BD, of Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Canada, the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity, honoris causa. 
 
In a history published by the Kirk of St James’ Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island 
we have the final part of his story. 

 
The Reverend Robert Moorhead Legate assumed the pastorate in 1930 

after a distinguished career in the Presbyterian Church in Sydney and 
Brisbane in Australia, in Suva in the Fiji Islands, in Saint John, New 
Brunswick, and in Burlington, Ontario. Dr. Legate had a fruitful service 
of eleven years in the Kirk. Known to many still in the Kirk were his gen-
tle spirit, his loving heart, his understanding gifts and graces, and the 
depth and fidelity of his consecration to the offices of preacher, pastor, 
priest and presbyter. A native of Ballyclare, Ireland, he served the Church 
all his life far from his homeland. He died at "Penmarvian", Paris, Ontar-
io, December 27th, 1945. 

 
His wife, Bessie, pre-deceased him on 24th May, 1941. She seems to have had a re-

markable skill in fund-raising  and is mentioned positively in a number of parishes,  

just as she was in St Paul’s, for helping to  reduce the debt.  Her war work in Montreal  

left their  Children’s Memorial Hospital with an endowment after raising $85,000. 
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Gail Legate, a granddaughter of Rev Dr and Mrs Legate 
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Jane Bloore, Presbyterian Church of New Zealand Archives 
David Powell, Senior Cataloguer, Dr Williams Trust and Library (Congregational 
Church United Kingdom) 

 
Deaconess Dianne Parker. 
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 Early Years 
Robert Moorhead Legate was born on 27th November, 1867 to Rev Ebenezer and Mrs 
Jenny Legate in Ballyclare, County Antrim, Northern Ireland.  According to an entry in a 
list of prominent people in the Canadian Maritime Provinces, he was educated at the Roy-
al Academical Institution, Belfast (prize-man); Queen’s College, Belfast; Royal Universi-
ty of Ireland, and Assembly’s College, Belfast (prize-man). He was ordained in 1893 
after being called by the Ballycraigy Congregational Church where he had being doing an 
interim ministry. He remained with that congregation until early in 1896 when he left to 
travel to Australia in response to a plea for ministers.  His uncle, Rev Charles Legate, was 
the minister in Warwick Qld at the time and he stayed with him whilst he petitioned the 
Queensland Assembly and was received by the Queensland Assembly in May 1896. His 
brother was also a minister. 
 
Personal Life 
During the time he stayed with his uncle in Warwick, R M Legate must have become 
acquainted with Bessie de Conlay, a younger sister of Mrs Charles Legate.  Both were 
daughters of James de Conlay who owned the Caledonian Stores in Warwick and was a 
prominent churchman and businessman. The newspapers in December 1899 spoke of a 
‘quiet wedding’ in Warwick when the couple were married by Rev Charles Legate.  Im-
mediately, they left for Sydney.  Three boys were born to the couple, Robert in 1900 in 
Annandale, David in 1905 in Inverell and John who was born in 1907 in Warwick. 
 
Ministry 
After supplying as a Home Missionary in Dalby, he served in Toowong from 1896-8 be-
fore accepting a call to the New South Wales Church. He became an assistant at the 
Hunter Baillie Church in Sydney, but only served for a period of twelve months from 
1898-1899 before accepting a call to the Chalmers Church where he ministered for two 
years. In 1901 he went to Inverell where he remained until his demission in October, 
1905.  It was from here that he went to Clunes, Victoria and  was later selected by the 
Victorian Church to serve in Suva, Fiji where he ministered 1907-10. 
 
A comment in the parish history (St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Suva, Fiji The First 
Hundred Years 1983) records On September 12th, 1909 the minister’s wife, Mrs Legate, 
offered to wipe off the church debt by the end of the year and opened an account for col-
lections.  On December 31 she reported that she had been successful, having collected 
four hundred and sixteen pounds. The combination of financial difficulties and a young 
family saw them leave Fiji in 1910.  He preached for a call to St Paul’s Brisbane in July 
that year and was duly called. 
 
St Paul’s Years 
The Legate family, Rev Robert  Moorhead Legate, his wife Bessie de Conlay Legate and 
their three sons, Robert, David and John settled into the Manse in Leichhardt Street.  No 
mention is made in the Session Minutes of his appointment apart from a note that he had 
agreed to preach for two Sundays on July 10th and 17th.  He in fact signed those minutes 
as Moderator. The report of their welcome in the Courier Mail in September 1910 in-
cludes the following: 

Mr Legate thanked the congregation for their cordial welcome.  He was not a 
believer in sensationalism in the pulpit.  He would endeavour to keep his pulpit 
as a pulpit. He hoped to be able to do good work by visiting, and he trusted 
that the confidence reposed in him by the congregation would not  be mis-
placed. 

Kirk Session Minutes for the period of his ministry record a steady growth in membership 
and an equally steady decline in the level of debt in the congregation.  Newspaper reports of 
the Annual Meeting in1912 reveal increasing membership and attendance at worship and 
the Sunday School had seventy children enrolled.  At that same meeting the congregation 
voted to use offering envelopes.  Eleven hundred pounds had been wiped from the debt and 
tribute was paid to the generosity of Mr W R Black and the energy of  Mrs Legate in col-
lecting.  It was predicted that the remaining debt would be wiped out in several months. 
Growth was recorded in attendance, communicants, choir, Sunday School, Women’s Guild, 
Tennis Club and  the Cricket Club.  In 1913 there was discussion at Session about dancing 
being allowed at meetings of the young people’s groups and previous permission for dances 
as part of youth activities was rescinded.  In the same year the partition which now forms 
the vestry was erected by the Session to provide an area for interviews and meetings. New 
elders were elected and elders districts were arranged in 1913 and Thomas Macleod, who 
was given permission to build a plane in the Hall for patriotic purposes, became Session 
Clerk.   
 
In 1914 Mr Legate requested leave of absence to return home to Ireland in order to visit his 
elderly parents.  Session agreed as long as acceptable pulpit supply was provided and it was 
agreed that Rev Hubert Robertson, the current Assembly Evangelist would provide this for 
the period of his absence.  Sadly World War 1 intervened and it was March 1915 before the 
family were able to get berths to return to Australia. 
 
In 1911 Mr Legate had been appointed a Presbyterian Military Chaplain and he resigned 
this chaplaincy when he accepted a commission as chaplain in the Naval Department which 
was reported in the Queensland Assembly Minutes for May 1914.   
On his return to Australia Mr Legate became increasingly involved in his chaplaincy role 
and on November 7th, 1916 he demitted the charge of St Paul’s.  He told the Session and 
congregation that…. he took this step regretfully but after much thought and prayer.  He felt 
he could do more effective service among the soldiers than he was doing in the congrega-
tion.  He proposed to lay his resignation on the table of the Presbytery at its next meeting if 
he received military directions meantime.  He paid a tribute to the loyal co-operation of the 
members of Session in his work, and spoke of the happy time he had enjoyed as minister of 
St Paul’s. 
 
The minutes further record that each member of Session voiced his respect at the step which 
the Minister intended taking. It was resolved to place on record the Session’s appreciation 
of the Minister’s work during the six years of his pastorate in St Paul’s. From the Kirk Ses-
sion minutes of October 24th, 1916. His resignation was dealt with by Brisbane Presbytery 
December 5th, 1916.  
 
He left Australia in May 1917 after five months in Melbourne Army Camps and disem-
barked at Suez before going to Cairo.  He experienced some health problems and in March   


