
their family.  The  Mayor, Alderman W A Jolly CMG  acknowledged the 
contribution he had made to the life of the city during his term as minister 
of St Paul’s, the Session expressed their sorrow at his departure and paid 
tribute to his term of ministry.  Mr Walker, in his response, expressed his 
thanks for the friendship he had experienced and paid tribute to his wife for 
her support and assistance.   
 
Williamstown, Melbourne 
 
A civic reception was accorded to the family when they arrived in Wil-
liamstown.  Reference was made in the speeches recorded in the newspa-
per to his ability as a preacher, his work on various committees of the 
Queensland State Assembly and his involvement in the community as 
some of the reasons for the call being extended to Mr Walker.  In response 
to the speeches of welcome on behalf of the congregation, the Presbytery, 
Minister’s Fraternal and the Mayor he thanked everyone for their welcome. 
During the course of his speech he referred to a question he had been asked 
about whether Mrs Walker drove a car.  He replied that she did not, but 
that she did drive the driver.  Again, he paid tribute to his wife’s support of 
his ministry. He joked that it was wife who was really called to St Paul’s 
although that was not the case for Williamstown! 
 
Mr Walker  continued to serve in Williamstown until October 1943 when 
he announced his retirement from the ministry.  He and his family settled 
in Camberwell, where he remained until his death which occurred on 
March 16th, 1949.  He was survived by his wife Elizabeth, son Donald and 
daughters Isabel, Jeanie, Winifred and Mary.  Only two of the girls were 
married at the time of their father’s death. 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

Rev James Walker MA BD 
1919-1928 

150th Anniversary Cameo Series  
No. 6 

This Cameo was prepared by Dianne Parker using material from PCQ Archives, and 
newspaper resources available through the National Library of Australia.  Scarcity of  

sources has limited the information presented. 



Rev  James Walker MA BD 
Early years 
 
James Walker was born in Glasgow.  In the Glasgow University records his 
date of birth is shown as 29th April, 1873.  He is listed as having taught at the 
Dobbie’s Loan Public School.  His Master’s Degree was awarded  in 1896. 
 

The Census for 1901 lists him as a boarder in a house at 42 Elm Row, Edin-
burgh where he was an Assistant Minister living in the Parish of Edinburgh 
South Leith.  Other records reveal that he was a candidate for the ministry 
who studied at the United Presbyterian College and New College Edinburgh. 
 
The British Weekly of July 6, 1906 contains the following paragraph:- 
 
"We understand that the Rev. James Walker, BD., minister at Houghton-le-
Spring, County Durham, has received an invitation from a congregation in 
Queensland, Australia, to become its pastor.  Mr Walker, who is a graduate of 
Glasgow University, took  a theological course at the United Presbyterian 
Hall, and the New College, Edinburgh. He was ordained and inducted at 
Houghton-le-Spring in 1902."  
 
Charters Towers  
 
The call came from  the church in Charters Towers, a gold mining town re-
garded at the time as the second city in Queensland.  A railway line from  the 
port at Townsville 81 miles away, was opened in 1872 which made easy ac-
cess possible.  The main street boasted many hotels and a very imposing Stock 
Exchange building.  All denominations had church buildings and there were 
several private (Catholic) and public schools.  It would still have been very 
different world to that which James Walker  and his wife Elizabeth (Blair) had 
left behind.  Although he was only there for three years, his ministry obvious-
ly made a great impact.  In the Northern Miner 22nd May 1909, there is a 
small article on a farewell to the Walkers from the St Andrew’s Institute who 
made presentations to both Mr and Mrs Walker.  He was leaving Charters 
Towers because of his wife’s delicate health.  Further searching revealed the 
birth of a third child, Jeanie, in 1908 and twin girls in 1912. 
 
Enoggera Terrace 
 
The Enoggera Terrace congregation were aware of Mrs Walker’s delicate 
health and proceeded to call the Walker’s to minister there following the min-
istry of Rev R H Roberts.  During this period of ministry in Brisbane he be-
came the editor of the monthly magazine of the Church in Queensland, The 
Messenger, a position he held until he moved to Rockhampton in 1915 suc-

ceeding Rev Dr Alexander Hay.  At the same time he was  elected as Modera-
tor of the Queensland Church.  Mr Walker was on the Board of Emmanuel 
College when it was opened in 1911 and lectured in Greek and New Testa-
ment subjects.  He was also Convenor for the Home Missions Committee and 
Queensland Representative on the Australian Inland Mission Committee. He 
was very vocal in his support and vision for these areas of mission. 
 
 
St Paul’s Brisbane 
 
The congregation had been vacant for three years when the call was extended 
to Mr Walker.  During that period problems had arisen which led to discussion 
about the closing of the church.  However, in September 1919 the Presbytery 
of Brisbane sustained a call from St Paul’s congregation to Rev James Walker, 
and his induction into the Charge took place on Tuesday 21st October 1919.  
In 1923 there is an account in the Courier Mail of Mr Walker being given 
leave of absence to return to Scotland in order to see his mother whose health 
was failing.  Speeches made reveal the impact his ministry had made at St 
Paul’s.  The Chairman reminded those present that before the Walkers arrived 
the church had been about to close its doors, such was the drop in numbers 
and the financial situation in the congregation.  In the year which followed 
special offerings taken on the Anniversary amounted to two hundred pounds, 
the next year two hundred and fifty pounds and this year(1923),  a three hun-
dred pound Thanksgiving offering had been received.  One hundred communi-
cants had been added.  
 
In his speech in reply, Mr Walker said that when he came to Australia he had 
only intended staying for five years but had now been here for seventeen and 
acknowledged that he had been guided by a higher mind and a higher hand.  
He left for Scotland with numerous gifts for both himself and his mother from 
the congregation.  Mrs Walker  and the rest of the family remained at in Bris-
bane. 
 
There are a number of references to Mr Walker conducting the St Paul’s chil-
dren’s choir as well as the combined choirs of the Sunday Schools’ Associa-
tion during his period of ministry in Brisbane. Rev Norman Miller spoke of 
him as “A most distinguished scholar, a great preacher, and the most likeable 
and modest.  I never met a man who had the faculty of being so universally 
liked.”  He also described him as an ardent musician and skilled conductor of 
choirs.  Mr Walker also served a second period as Editor of the church maga-
zine  (now called The Outlook) from 1921-1924. 
 
In May 1928 the sessions of State Assembly were suspended in order that the 
members of Assembly could attend the farewell to Mr and Mrs Walker and 


