
girl named Lesley, sister to Alistair. To both of his grandchildren he wrote a 
number of poems as poetry was an avid interest of his. 
 

On the 7 July 1951 he passed away leaving a wife, a son and daughter, 
son-in-law and grand-son and grand-daughter. John did not see the com-
pletion of his extended family. In November of 1951 another grandson was 
born to Patricia - John Sinclair Inglis was named after his grandfather (or 
Pop as his grandchildren called him). In July 1955 Patricia's third son and 
last child, Roger was born. 
 

In September 1955, John's son John was married to a country girl, Norma 
Olive Daly who was a member of St Paul's at the time, having come to 
Brisbane in 1947. Bruce John Sinclair was born in July 1959 and Iain Lach-
lan Sinclair in December 1961. This was the end of the family tradition of 
naming, with Norma’s determination not to have two first named ‘John’ so 
‘John’ was relegated to that of a middle name. It was believed the family in 
Scotland had by then accepted the inevitable. 
  

In August 1967 only minutes before her 86th birthday Nina passed away. 
She had lived to see all her grandchildren born, and after serving the 
church for most of her life with her husband, she now went to be with him. 
The ashes of John and Nina, as well as their son John and daughter-in-law 
Norma, are now interred in the church’s Memorial Garden, the first to be 
so. John and Nina's daughter, Patricia and son-in-law James, have also 
passed on; John and Nina are survived by 5 of their 6 grandchildren 
(Roger died in a motorbike accident in 1983), 6 great-grandchildren and 
now, one great-great-grandson born 30 August this year, 2012. 
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REV JOHN SINCLAIR 
 
John Sinclair was born in 1879 in Glasgow Scotland to John and Elizabeth, 
the eldest and only son of 6 children. At the time, there was a family tradition 
that the first son was always named John Sinclair, but this was to change in 
later generations. He was educated at Athenaeum, Glasgow and Heriot Watt 
College, Edinburgh. After finishing his schooling, John worked as a Railways 
clerk and it was during this time that he felt the calling of God. He undertook  
some theological training at Glasgow and Edinburgh and became assistant 
minister in Falkirk and Edinburgh.  
 

During a visit from Australia by the Rev James Gibson, John responded to an 
appeal to minister in the outback. In 1908 he and four other men left Scotland 
bound for rural Queensland to be Home Missionaries. John was sent to Lon-
greach with Mr T Eccersall and Mr W Maitland while Mr J Johnston was sent 
to Irvinebank. They were farewelled by the Convener and Rev Gillison and, 
armed with the rules and forms of procedure, the directory of public worship 
and such church records as might be necessary, they set out. A promised 
horse and buggy was delayed and they had to ride - something John had nev-
er done before. 
 

In Longreach, John led the first and only Presbyterian Brotherhood in Australia 
with a parish larger in area than the whole of Scotland. On numerous occa-
sions he would journey quite alone for 220 miles through the bush to outlying 
parts. I have often wondered what he must have thought when he first arrived, 
and how he handled the heat after the colder climes of Scotland. In Longreach 
he met his future wife. Her father was the local Police Magistrate. I don't be-
lieve he ever came before him in his official capacity but they would have met 
at many of the town’s social functions. Her name was Georgina Mary Bur-
rowes, the eldest child and only daughter of Waldon and Annie Burrowes. As 
her mother had died some ten years earlier, she always accompanied her fa-
ther to social functions.  
 

Eventually, Georgina (always know as Nina) and John were engaged but as 
John was intending to go to theological college, they were unable to marry 
until he had completed his studies. He was in fact the first student to enrol in 
the theological hall, Emmanuel College. As a student he supplied the Bulimba 
Charge. After completing his theological degree, John and Georgina were 
married in April 1914 in Rockhampton by Rev Walker who preceded John at 
St Paul's. Georgina became a Presbyterian following her wedding. John was 
appointed to St Andrew’s Church in Clifton, the centre of a small farming com-
munity in the “Dad and Dave” country of Steele Rudd fame on the Darling 
Downs. At his induction, Rev Allan McKillop made mention that when they 

were sent out from Scotland to Australia they were warned to look out for the 
aborigines. Now there were four of them on the platform together, including Mr 
Sinclair and himself, who had not been captured by aborigines but he would 
confess that they had been captured by natives; and in Mr Sinclair's case, the 
capture had been quite recent. In February 1915 their first child, a daughter 
named Patricia Annie Elizabeth Sinclair, was born six weeks prematurely. Sis-
ter Elizabeth Kenny, known later throughout the world for her rehabilitative 
work with poliomyelitis, was the attendant mid-wife. 
 

In 1916 John supplied St Stephen’s, Toowoomba during the six months ab-
sence overseas of its minister who served as an army chaplain. The following 
year he was called to St Andrew’s in Townsville but due to the financial cir-
cumstances for ministers at the time, he went alone while Georgina and Patri-
cia stayed with Georgina’s father in Longreach until his retirement to Rock-
hampton in 1917. Finally, after more than 12 months the family was reunited 
in Townsville. In April 1919 Georgina and John were blessed with another 
child, a boy whom they called John Burrowes Sinclair. This was the initial 
‘crack’ in the tradition of calling the first son John Sinclair, and as we under-
stand, the family in Scotland were not impressed. Throughout his time in 
Townsville, John used a push bike to travel around the city as he had still not 
acquired the ability to drive.  
 

In 1928 John accepted a call from St Paul’s Church in Spring Hill, Brisbane 
and moved from Townsville to take up his ministry. Unfortunately his son John 
became quite ill with rheumatic fever. He was unable to travel for some 
weeks, but by the beginning of 1929 all the family were together in Brisbane. 
As St Paul’s did not have a manse until 1939, they initially stayed at Highgate 
Hill but then moved across to Milton Road, Toowong where they rented a 
house until the new manse was finally built. During his period at St Paul’s, in 
1929-30 John was appointed Moderator of the Church in Queensland. He was 
also involved in the re-naming of the street in which the church is located, 
from Leichhardt Street to St Paul’s Terrace.  
 

During the war John and his son were both Air Raid Wardens for the area and 
John preached to many of the American servicemen that were stationed in 
Brisbane who attended the services. The church was also used as a guiding 
point by the American Air Force as they flew in. 
 

In 1946 John’s health began to deteriorate and by 1948 he could no longer 
continue and retired from active ministry. John and Nina and their son John 
then moved to a new home at Taringa. Their daughter Patricia, by this stage 
had married Dr James Inglis and had had a son, Alister in November 1947. 
John still maintained his connection with the church and each year attended 
the State Assemblies. In May, 1950 he was blessed with another grandchild, a 


