
their needs. From the problems presented in daily life he turned 
to his Bible to draw light and comfort and strength for his peo-
ple. 

During his years at St Paul’s Rev Pashen conducted more than 
3400 weddings. He always strongly encouraged these couples to 
attend services at the church, and many couples he married 
continued worshipping at St Pauls after their marriage. 

Rev Pashen was a conscientious churchman. He was not con-
tent just to minister to his own congregation but desired to 

serve the church at large. He did this by active participation in 
almost every Committee and board of the Church at Presbytery 
and Assembly level. He was also deeply involved in the evange-
listic activity of the Presbyterian Church, which culminated in 
the Billy Graham crusades in 1959 and 1961. 

Rev Pashen was also a community man. He served the commu-
nity in such diverse fields as the Senate of the University of 
Queensland, the Queensland Lawn Tennis Association and the 
Police Youth Club. In recognition of his outstanding service to 
the youth of the church and the community, he was honoured 
by being appointed a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire by Her Majesty the Queen in 1963. 

He served on the Board of St Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital 
over many years and the bonds between the Hospital and St 
Paul’s were close with Graduation services and other special 
ones being held at St Paul’s. 

On the formation of the United Church of Australia in June 
1977, he elected to remain a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church. He believed it was “unity not union” that was critical to 
the survival of the church in Australia. As a man of broad sym-
pathies he wished the Uniting Church well, while praying that 
those remaining in the Presbyterian Church would enrich their 
heritage from the past by their dedication for the future. 

During his extensive ministerial work, Rev Pashen remained a 
devoted family man, who took great pride in the achievements of 
his family. His family, particularly his wife Alice, were signifi-

cantly involved in his work at St Paul’s. His eldest daughter, 
Margaret Bunker and her husband Bob, still continue in de-
voted service to the church. 

AFTER ST PAUL’S 

Rev Pashen never really retired. After completing his service 
at St Paul’s in 1979, he continued preaching, pastoral work, 
and extensive committee work. At the time of his death he 
was enjoying an associate ministry at Ann Street Presbyterian 
Church. 

Rev Pashen died on 18th October 1987, and  St Paul’s was 
overflowing with family and friends at his farewell service on 
21st October. His ashes, and those of his wife Alice who died 
in 1995, are interred in the columbarium at St Paul’s. 
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THE EARLY YEARS 

Ronald Edward Pashen was born on the 27th April, 1914 at 
Bulimba, where he attended the local school and the Presby-
terian Church. After attending secondary school he entered the 
printing trade with Smith and Patterson in the Valley. Believ-
ing that he had a call from God to study for the ministry, he 
left the printing trade in 1935, to enter the services of the 
Home Mission Committee. He subsequently served at Crows 
Nest, Townsville and Thursday Island. 

It was whilst he was at Thursday Island that he married Alice 
Ross of Townsville. They married on the 7th June, 1939. The 
marriage was blessed with four children- Ian, Margaret (Mrs 
Bunker), Rosslyn (Mrs Beard), and Rhonda. He had seven 
grandchildren. 

He later entered the Theological Hall, completing his studies in 
1943. Ronald proved himself a good student by winning the 
Meiklejohn prize for theology. He was ordained and inducted 
into the Charge of Ashgrove on the 8th December 1943, where 
he served for 5 years. 

 

ST PAUL’S YEARS 

Rev Pashen left Ashgrove to accept a call to St Paul’s, where he 
exercised a valuable ministry for 31 years, before his retire-
ment in 1979. 

He was known as a thoughtful and caring Minister, who 
demonstrated great love and concern for people. His relaxed 

and friendly manner made it easy for people from all walks of 
life to approach him, and relate to him. He was therefore able 
to minister to a wide group within the community. 

Ron was a popular preacher, who sourced his preaching mate-
rial from two main sources, the Bible and the daily newspaper. 
He stayed in touch with his community, he understood peo-
ple’s doubts and difficulties, which enabled him to preach to 


