
While at university Andrew met Elaine, (love at first sight???) They en-
joyed studying together in the various university libraries. Elaine was 
studying French and history for her Arts Degree at the time, and eventual-
ly taught French in various high schools. 
 
After graduating Andrew was licensed by the Presbytery of Paisley as a 
Preacher of the Gospel in July 1974, two days before his wedding to 
Elaine. After the wedding the couple travelled to Australia to spend time 
with Andrew’s family. It was a re-union for Andrew after an absence of 
ten years. On his return to Scotland Andrew had Assistantships at Cardon-
ald Parish Church Glasgow and also served as a Locum in churches in the 
Glasgow/Paisley area. Elaine taught in one of the local High Schools. 
 
In 1976 Andrew was called to the Parish of Liberton Northfield, Edin-
burgh. He enjoyed his ministry there and served for ten years before being 
called by the Congregation of St Paul’s Brisbane in 1986. He was induct-
ed into St Paul’s Brisbane in August 1986.  In 1997 Andrew served as the 
Moderator for the Presbyterian Church of Queensland. 
 
Andrew and Elaine have four children. Susan, Jamie and Elinor were born 
in Edinburgh, and David in Brisbane in 1988.  They have three grandsons 
and a fourth grandchild is expected in October 2012. 
 

 
 

 

    

 
Our thanks to the Gardiner family for preparing this Cameo. 
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The Rev Andrew Gardiner   
 
Andrew Adam Donald Gardiner was born in Paisley, Renfrewshire, Scot-
land on the 30th August 1941 to James, an engineer, and his wife Agnes, 
nee Adam.  He began his schooling at the North Primary School in Pais-
ley in 1946. Andrew has fond memories of that period as the school was 
just across the road so he could get home for lunch, but better still, oppo-
site the school was the St Mirren Football club where he watched with his 
grandfather the town team play over many Saturdays. The family attended 
the North Church in Paisley where Andrew joined the Lifeboys (junior 
Boy Brigade). He loved the annual Boys Brigade parades. 
 
His father James finally came  home from the sea in 1949, at the insist-
ence of his wife Agnes, having spent most of his time sailing the North 
Atlantic. From time to time,  he also did the South Pacific run, returning 
Australian and New Zealand service men and women back to their native 
lands after 1945. 
 
In 1951 Andrew migrated to Australia with his parents and two sisters on 
board the SS Otranto, the last ship his father served on as chief engineer. 
The family arrived in Melbourne with the intention of his father obtaining 
work in the New Snowy Hydro Mountain Scheme along with a number of 
other families.  This did not eventuate due to circumstances beyond their 
control, and the group families were sent by train to a camp in Bonegilla, 
which was still being built and fitted out. There being no station, the train 
stopped alongside a paddock, from which the farmer had just recently re-
moved his cows, and a train load of people had to disembark to walk 
across the field to the camp.  It was a cold and wet afternoon. He remem-
bers the hostel as being very spartan, some of the bedding hadn’t arrived 
and the toilets unfinished. His mother just wanted to go home. After six 
weeks the family moved to Sydney and were placed in the Dundas Hostel 
for migrants. Several years later the family eventually moved out of the 
Hostel and settled in the Northmead/ Baulkham Hills area. 
 
Andrew first attended Rosehill Primary School, travelling with his sisters 
by train from Dundas to Rosehill State School which was just up the hill 
from the Rosehill Race Track, a feature which Andrew enjoyed as he used 
to attend the races with his grandfather. At the end of year six the family 
moved to Northmead and the children went to Baulkham Hills Primary 
School just prior to Andrew going to High School. At High School he en-
joyed representative sports and participated in the combined districts ath-

letic and soccer carnivals. He left school after third year. 
 
Andrew then obtained a five year indentured apprenticeship with Cum-
berland Newspapers in Parramatta and worked there for seven years.  
Two years after he completed his apprenticeship, he decided to travel and 
like a lot of his generation went overseas. He was lucky enough to visit 
parts of India, Egypt, North Africa and hitch-hiked around Western Eu-
rope, eventually settling in his birth town of Paisley. 
 
While in Dundas Hostel the family attended St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
church in Parramatta where Andrew became a member of the Sunday 
school, Junior and Senior Fellowships, and at the age of eighteen became 
a Communicant member under the guidance of the Rev Adam. It was 
through St Andrew’s that Andrew was re-introduced to his first love –
football (Soccer) via Church football, a game he played right into his mid 
twenties and during his time at University. 
 
In Scotland, Andrew had several jobs in the printing industry around the 
Glasgow area. He attended Canal Street Church of Scotland in Paisley 
and became a communicant member.  It was during this time the Rev 
Melville Schofield, minister of the charge, decided that Andrew was suit-
able to assist him in his ministry and after several years the Kirk Session 
ordained him into the Session as a Ruling Elder. Andrew carried out his 
duties as an Elder, helping out with the Youth Fellowship, visitation and 
from time to time being invited to conduct the evening service whilst 
studying. 
 
In the mid ‘60s, Andrew felt the Lord was calling him to serve in the 
church and, encouraged by the minister and the Session, he applied to The 
Church of Scotland as a candidate for the Ministry. This resulted in 
spending two years at a local college to obtain the necessary Higher Cer-
tificate of Education for entrance to University. He spent an enjoyable 
three years in the faculty of Arts and three years in the faculty of Divinity 
at Trinity College, which was part of Glasgow University. Andrew gradu-
ated with the degree of Bachelor of Divinity in 1974. 
 
While at university Andrew met Elaine, (love at first sight???) They en-
joyed studying together in the various university libraries. Elaine was 
studying French and history for her Arts Degree at the time, and eventual-
ly taught French in various high schools. 
 


